Dear Guidance Counselor,
The Sia Yorker Medical/Science Scholarship Foundation, established in 2011 in memory of Sia Christine Yorker, provides scholarships to underserved, deserving Central Florida graduating seniors pursuing a Medical/Science degree as full-time students at an accredited Florida college or university, while also raising awareness of serious brain conditions.
Scholarships: 5 awards ranging from $500–$1,500 for seniors enrolling full-time at an accredited Florida college or university in Fall 2026.
Application: Use the enclosed revised forms (previous forms will not be accepted). 
All scholarship application packets must be postmarked and received by 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 25, 2026. Applications not received in the P.O. Box by this deadline will be disqualified. 
Notification & Banquet: Selected students will be notified by Wednesday, March 4, 2026. Attendance at the Sia Yorker Medical Science Scholarship Banquet is mandatory:
Saturday, March 14, 2026, 12:00 Noon
The Center at Deltona
1640 Dr. M.L.K. Blvd, Deltona, FL 32725
Failure to attend the banquet will result in forfeiture of the scholarship.
Thank you for helping us support students and honor Sia’s legacy.
Respectfully,
Mrs. Paula E. Yorker
Founder, Executive Director & Scholarship Chairman
Sia Yorker Brain Awareness Scholarship Foundation, Inc.
www.siabrainawarenessfoundation.org | 386-717-4380
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SIA YORKERS MEDICAL SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION                                        FOR CENTRAL FLORIDA GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

Purpose: To provide scholarships to underserved, deserving Florida high school seniors pursuing a Medical/Science degree as full-time students at an accredited Florida college or university.
Award Components: Scholarships range from $500 to $1,500. Five students will be selected by the Sia Yorker Brain Awareness Scholarship Foundation, Inc. Board. Recipients will receive individual certificates and be honored at the 2026 Sia Yorker Medical Science Scholarship Banquet:
Saturday, March 14, 2026, at 12:00 Noon
The Center at Deltona, 1640 Dr. M.L.K. Blvd. Deltona, Fl 32725
Eligibility Criteria: Minimum 3.0 GPA.
1. Must be a Central Florida resident.
2. Must be a graduating high school senior in 2026.
3. Must be a full-time freshman pursuing a Medical/Science degree at an accredited Florida college or university in the upcoming academic year.
Application Requirements: Applicants must submit a complete packet, including:
1. Typed applications (handwritten or incomplete applications will not be considered).
2. Application letter to the Scholarship Board, including:
· Brief explanation of career goals
· Family history information
· Applicant’s signature
3. Three recommendation letters (on official school or business letterhead):
· One from a high school teacher
· One from a school administrator
· One from a community leader
4. Essay (600–700 words) on: “What Inspired Me to Go into Medicine”
· Typed, double-spaced, single-sided
· Word count must be included at the end
· Failure to meet the word count will lower score or disqualify for not meeting the minimum word requirement for essay. 
5. High school transcript (sealed/unopened) showing cumulative GPA (minimum 3.0) and class rank
Additional Notes: A College/University Acceptance Letter is required before scholarship funds are awarded. If a recipient does not major in medicine or attend an accredited Florida college/university in the following fall term, scholarship funds must be returned immediately.
Deadline: All scholarship application packets must be postmarked and received by 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 25, 2026. Applications not received in the P.O. Box by this deadline will be disqualified.                             
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SIA YORKER MEDICAL SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION                                        FOR CENTRAL FLORIDA GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

Student Application

Please read this form carefully. All questions must be completed for your application to be considered. TYPE your application.
INFORMATION ABOUT YOU
Full Name (First, Middle, Last): _________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________________
Email: ___________________________ Telephone #: ___________________________
Parents’/Guardians’ Full Name: _________________________________________________
Address (if different from yours): _______________________________________________
Local Newspaper Name: ___________________________________________
EDUCATIONAL DATA
High School: _________________________________________________________________
High School Address: _________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________________
Intended College/University: _________________________________________________
College/University Address: _______________________________________________
Have you applied for admission? ☐ Yes ☐ No
Have you been accepted? ☐ Yes ☐ No
Proposed Major: _____________________________________________________________
GPA: ______________________ Class Rank: ______________________
Highest ACT Score: _______________ or SAT Score: _______________
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SIA YORKER MEDICAL SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION                                       FOR CENTRAL FLORIDA GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS


Please list any high school honor classes and/or college dual enrollment courses you have taken, as well as the year you took them and the grade you received. (Use extra typewritten paper if necessary.)

1.

2.

3.

4.


AWARDS: Please list all high school awards and the year received. (If necessary, use additional typewritten paper.)





[bookmark: _Hlk125017105]ACTIVITIES/ORGANIZATIONS: List your participation in school and community activities or organizations. Include any leadership roles and accomplishments. Attach additional typed pages if necessary. 





Have you completed 100 hours of community volunteer service? ☐ Yes  ☐ No



*VOLUNTEER WORK EXPERIENCE: Submit your high school volunteer agreement form and   sign-in sheet. Include supervisor contact information, volunteer location, duties, and total hours.    Missing information will result in point deductions. Attach additional typed pages if needed.




Date ____________ Applicant's Signature ______________________________________________
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SIA YORKER MEDICAL SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION                                                    FOR CENTRAL FLORIDA GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
ESSAY GUIDELINES

A. Submit a typed, double-spaced essay of 600–700 words on 8½ × 11-inch unruled paper, with a 12-inch margin and indented paragraphs. Footnotes, definitions, and bibliographies are not included in the word count. 

B. A cover page is required and must include the essay title, date completed, your high school’s name, and your name, address, and phone number. The essay title must appear as the first heading on the first page of the essay, followed by the theme.

Example:                   "What Inspired Me to Go into Medicine?"

Your essay should:
1. Be relevant to the assigned theme.
2. Have a clear goal and support your conclusions.
3. Be logically organized and well-developed.
4. Use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.
5. Include a complete bibliography at the end listing all books and other sources used. A bibliography is required whenever terms, quotes, or information from outside sources are included.
* Failure to meet the 600–700-word count will result in a lower score or disqualification for not meeting the minimum requirement. 

* Applicants should review the entire scholarship application with a parent or guidance counselor before submitting it.

All scholarship application packets must be postmarked and received by 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 25, 2026. Applications not received in the P.O. Box by this deadline will be disqualified.
Mail to:
Attn: Scholarship Board
Sia Yorker Brain Awareness Scholarship Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 4152
Enterprise, FL 32725
Attendance at the Sia Yorker Medical Science Scholarship Banquet is mandatory for all scholarship recipients. Failure to attend will result in forfeiture of the scholarship. No exceptions.    
                                                                  
Good Luck to you!            
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